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nothing but his own vulgar dissipations, and wasted hun-
dreds upon thousands of pounds on his senseless amuse-
ments. The court which surrounded him and the men and
women who were his companions, showed nothing but
the low level to which such people could sink. The middle
classes and the " common folk " knew all this and resented
it. They might hope that his death would coincide with a
move for reform.
2. THE GREAT REFORM BILL
It is more cheerful to turn to the men who were the
openers of a new chapter. William IV, though somewhat
eccentric (his nickname was " Silly Billy") was warm-IV
hearted and was prepared to back parliamentary reform,
now passionately desired by the country. Accordingly,
Lord Grey in 1831 brought in his famous Reform Bill, which
aimed at enfranchising the middle classes. It was carried
by a majority of one at its second reading, amidst intense
excitement.1 When the Bill was amended in committee,
Grey called for a fresh election, and the country showed its
wishes by returning him with a larger majority. His Bill
came triumphantly through the Commons, only to be
thrown out by the Lords. Now people saw where they stood.
Reform, which the nation/m large demanded, was denied
by the Upper House.x4^ndon rioted and the mob attacked
the Duke of Wellington. Bristol burst into revolt, and
Birmingham threatened to send 20,000 men to march on
London. Riots in Scotland were so bad that soldiers had to
be sent north. vP^rfently Grey introduced a fresh Bill, and
once more the Lords so mutilated it in Committee as to
destroy its purpose. Grey resigned and the old Tory leader,
Wellington, tried to form a ministry, but no one would take
office. Grey once more brought in the Bill. This was one
1 ** You might have heard a pin drop," Macaulay wrote, " as Duncannon
read the numbers     Then again the shouts broke out, and many of us shed
tears. I could scarcely xefrain." See the account in Macaulay's Life and Letters*
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